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FIRST LEAD PCWERS

WASHTIGTON, FEB. 23 (AP)=A SFECIAL BOARD OF INQUIRY HAS FINISHED ITS QUESTIONING
o7 2 PILOT FRANCIS BARY POWERS, HIGH QOVERWENT SOURCES SAID TODAY, AND POWERS MAY
APPRAT FEFORE CONCRESSIONAL C(IDITTEES AND A NEWS CONFERENCE WITHIN THE MEXT FEW DAYS.

B TIMING OF THE POWERS' APPEARANCES ON CAPITOL HILL AND BEFORE NEWSMEN STILL
IS UNCERTAIN. : ‘ '

MEANWHILE, THE 32~-YEAR-OIW FLIER WILL BE KEPT BEHIND A WALL OF SECRECY A BIT LONGER,
ALTHOUGE GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 3ATD THAT HE IS A FREE AGENT AND CAN COME AND GO AS HE
PIEASSS. THEY SAID, TO0O, THAT IT WILL BE UP TO POWERS HIMSELF TO DECIRE WHETHER HE
WISHES TO HOILD A MNEWS CONFEKRENGE, BUT THAT THE ANNOUNCEMENT ON THIS PROBABLY WILL COME
TIROUGH THE WHITE HOUSE. )

T4IS IS THR SITUATION AS (AfTLINED BY ONE ATMINISTRATION SPOKFSMAN:

THE SPECIAL BOAKD OF INGUIEY THAT LOOKED INiO THE POWERS CASE HAS FINISHED ITS
7:S% AND TURNED OVER ITS REPORI YESTERDAY AFTERNOON TO JOHN B. MCCONE, DIRECTOR OF THE
CENTRAL INTELLIGENC: AGENCY. M.CONE NOW IS RKEVIEWING IT AND IT IS HE WHO WILL MAKE
b FINaL DECISION OF WHAT IS TC Lt DONE ABOUT POWERS, IF ANYTHING.

™HE INQUIRY BOAKD WAS HuPORIED YESTEEDAY TO HAVE CONCLUDED THAT UNDER THE DIRCUMN-
5TANCES, POWERS HANDIED HIMSELF ABQUT AS WELL AS HE COULD HAVE WHEN HIS HIGH-FLYING
PHYPOGRAPHIC FECONNATSSANGE PLANS WAS DOWNED INSIDE RUSSIA MAY 1, 1960. POWERS WAS
FHICD TN MOSCOW AND SEWL 10 PRISON ON ESPIONAGE CHARGES. HE WAS FREED FRB. 10 I AN
EXCILANGE FOR COL. RUDOLF ABEL, BOVIET MASTER SPY CONVICTED BY THE UNITED STATES.

YMCCONE WILL BE TESTIFYING TUDAY AND TOMOHROW IN CIOSED SESSIONS BEFORE THX SEHATE
AND HOUSE FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND AMMED SERVICES COMMITTEES. THE CRMMITTEES WILL DETERMIIE
WHETHER THEY WANT TESTIMONY FROM, POWERS. THE HOUSE FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE ALREADY
HAS ANNNOUNCED THAT IT WANTS TO QUESTION THE FLIER, PROBABLY MNEXT WEEK.

COTRRIMENT OFFICIALS SAY THAL POWERS WILL NOT BE AVAILABIE TO THE PRESS UNIIL AFTER
OUNTESSIOHAL COMTTTERS HAVE F1ofSHED QIZZING HIM. SO APPARENTLY THERE COULD HE NO
e CONTUHENCE UNTIL SOME TDME NAXT WEEK AT THE EARLIEGT. '

PRESUHABLY MCCOME WILL FINISH REVIEWING THE INQUIRY BOARD'S REPORT WITHIN A MATTuX
4 HAHS, SINCE 1T IS ASSUMED HE VILL HAVE DONE SO IN ADVANCE OF HIS TESTIFYING ON
SAPTTAL Hikl. THE FULL MEMEERSHIF O THE BOARD HAS NOT YET BEEN DISCLOSLD, -BUT THIS “AY
o TONE TOMATROW. :

FOR Tili TIME BEING THE HIGHLST OFFICIALS ARE WITHHOLDING ANY‘ COMMENT ON WHETHER THE
¢ a0y DUTTEVES THAT POWERS FULFILLED HIS CONTRACT WITH THE GOVERNMENT. PHESIDENDT KENNGD®
51°0 iH &4 NEWS CONFEHRENCE A WEEK A30 THAT THERE WAS MO EVIDENCE AT THAT TDME HE HAD NUT '
Dl S0.

1T NNEDY WAS SAID NOT TO HAVE SEEN THE INQIRY BOARD'S FINDINGS, AS OF THIS
AU ING, NOA TO HAVE 1ECEIVED A REVORT ON TifeM FROM MCCONE.
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